Removal of the carboxy terminus of beta-tubulin subunit produces lateral annealing of microtubules with different orientations.
1. Tubulin, lacking the carboxy terminus region of its beta subunit assembles into composite microtubule structures showing opposite polarity. 2. Since in these polymers, microtubules are laterally bound, this type of interaction could lead to the generation of microtubules with different polarities, as those found in some cellular types.